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Dear Friends,

As we step into January, there’s a real sense of new beginnings at Erlas. While the garden is
quieter at this time of year, there’s still plenty happening behind the scenes as we reflect on
what’s been achieved and look ahead to the months to come. Winter gives us time to pause,
reset, and prepare — continuing to care for the garden while supporting our beneficiaries and
shaping the next stage of growth. Our focus remains on providing a welcoming, supportive

space where people can learn, connect, and grow in confidence at their own pace. We
look forward to sharing even more stories and achievements from the garden we love, as
the year unfolds.
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2026 Event Schedule

f Term venger Hun
18th—-20th February 2026 - 10am-3pm

Spring Fayre *}
Saturday 9th May 2026, 10am-2pm
: Summer Fayre
Saturday 11th July 2026, 10am-2pm
Pumpkin Trail @

28th-30th October 2026 - 10am-3pm

Lager Club Quiz Night

Fndav 2nd October 2026 (Doors open 7.30pm

Christmas Fayre

turday 5th December 2026, 10am-2pm

Development Update

; More positive building
developments have

taken place on site this
month. The old brick
garage has now been
safely removed, and
work is underway on

Sa

fence which is starting
to take shape nicely.
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The Candelabra Red Cedar Trees at Erlas

A row of Red Cedar Trees within the Erlas Victorian

Walled Garden display what is known as a
candelabra growth form — where the trunk rises
before dividing into strong, sweeping limbs,
creating a distinctive, sculptural shape. We were
recently told that the former Lord and Lady of the
Erlas estate specifically requested a row of trees
with this candelabra-style growth, likely planted
well over 100 years ago. Like many of the mature
trees across the site, they now have protected
status, and we have the privilege — and
responsibility — of caring for them. These trees are
a living link to the garden’s past. Their unusual
form, age, and presence add character,
atmosphere, and a real sense of continuity
to the landscape we look after today.

Preparing For Visitors
Mary and Charlotte have been

busy clearing and preparing the
=Nature Den, ready for visitors to
enjoy the space. During their
work, they came across a very
old photograph of past Erlas
_— gardeners — a lovely reminder
A of the long history of gardening
on thls site. It’s moments like these that

highlight the heritage we’re proud to care
for, and the tradition that continues today.

Scan this QR code for
details of available courses.
Or request details via email:
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We would like to say a big thank
you to everyone who supports
Erlas Victorian Walled Garden.
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