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Dear Friends,
There are small but hopeful signs that spring is just around the corner. Lighter evenings, fresh
buds beginning to form, and a renewed sense of energy across the garden. Thank
you to everyone who visited us during our half term scavenger hunt. It was wonderful to see
so many families exploring the garden and enjoying time outdoors together. Behind
the scenes, we are busy sowing seeds in preparation for the year’s growing season. There is
something special about this time of year — planting with patience and looking forward to
what will grow.

Growing Skills in the Oak Garden
Connor, Euros, Luke, Ethan and Anthony have been
working together in the Oak Garden, showing great

teamwork and commitment. They have taken on
asks such as bush cutting, weed pulling, ivy removal
and clearing green waste. Through this work, they
are building practical skills, confidence and pride in
their achievements. The green waste has been
processed through our compost system so it can be
reused around the garden — turning hard work into
a lasting resource. A fantastic team effort and clear
progress in this developing area of Erlas.

| C‘lerating the HLm Oak

One of the most |mportc1nt pleces of work this
month has centred around our magnificent
Holm Oak near Oak Cottage — a tree that has
stood for around 300 years. Since taking on
stewardship of this area of land, we identified
that the Holm Oak had been experiencing signs

Thank You, Sheila of poor health. We therefore commissioned a
A heartfelt thank. you to our Long.-stcmd.lng full I'zree assessment of the surrounding area as
volunteer and friend of the charity, Sheila a proactive step to safeguard its future. Our
Meadows. After many years of dedicated aim was to protect and preserve as many trees
support in the garden, Sheila is stepping as possible, while also ensuring the safety of
back from direct volunteering to focus on the site. The survey identified a small number

of diseased and damaged trees that needed to
be removed. Most others required careful and
extensive pruning to restore their strength and

other areas of life. While this is more of a
“see you later” than a goodbye, we are

incredibly grateful for all she has given to
- structure. Tree surgeons have now completed
Erlas over the years. Her contribution has e recemmended work end the ditfarence
made a lasting difference. is remarkable. While it is never easy to lose

trees, this careful intervention has given our

K3 Ertas Victorian Walled Garden ancient Holm Oak every possible chance to

f@ @erlasgarden thrive for another 300 years. It continues to
@ www.erlas.org stand as a symbol of resilience, history and
X growth at the heart of Erlas.
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